
  

London Steiner School 
 

British Values Statement  
  

British values are defined by the Department for Education as:  
 

● democracy  
● the rule of law  
● individual liberty  
● mutual respect and tolerance for those with different faiths and beliefs 

We are proud of our multi-ethnic London based community which provides rich and diverse 
experiences of different cultures to our children. We encourage sharing of different traditions 
and believe community is strengthened by diversity. 
 
Our overall priority is to support every child to fulfil his or her unique destiny and to provide him 
or her with firm foundations so that they can develop into a free, morally responsible, and 
integrated person. 
 
Our core values and ethos have at their heart the wellbeing of the whole child and the 
nurturing of his or her creativity in a culture of collaborative learning, where every pupil is 
valued as a human being. 
 
Our vision is for an emotionally nurturing learning environment where pupils can flourish as 
whole people and achieve success and excellence from strong foundations in a wide range of 
skills. 
 
We recognise our responsibilities in preparing our pupils for life in a culturally diverse society 
and showing by example the value of respect for each other. 
 
This responsibility is implicitly embedded in Steiner education and therefore in the curriculum 
and ethos of London Steiner School. 
 
We want to inspire our staff to reflect and challenge and continually inform our approach so we 
can be brave and stand up for what is best for children. 
 
We want to ensure our staff are ENABLED to nurture children and their parents and be 
empathetic and kind in their behaviour and language while ensuring secure, consistent, and 
responsive attachments. 
 
We believe our school will encourage all children, regardless of ability, to find the joy in 
learning, to believe in themselves and to be motivated to succeed in their chosen path in life. 
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Using play as a significant means of teaching is essential as we believe children should have 
fun while building the cognitive, social, and emotional skills necessary for healthy growth and 
development. 

Kindergarten 

 

The young child’s experience in a Steiner kindergarten is intended to lay the foundations for seeing the 
good in humanity, for a compassionate and tolerant outlook on life and for a strong sense of social 
responsibility. 
 
Steiner kindergartens attract families from all walks of life and from all faiths. They provide a warm and 
unhurried learning environment where children have the opportunity to explore the world around them, 
learn how to interact with their peers, to listen and how to express themselves. It provides the 
opportunity for natural scientific research and awe and wonder are encouraged. 
 
Gratitude for the natural world, its gifts and bounty, respect for the human being (each other) in the way 
we interact and care for each other, ourselves, and the environment is learned through imitation of the 
adults around them. Tolerance of different faiths and beliefs is met through interaction with local 
communities and through the celebration of multicultural festivals. 

 

Classes 1-8 

 
Democracy: making decisions together  
 
Children should be given opportunities to develop enquiring minds in an atmosphere where questions 
are valued.  
 
Staff can support the decisions that children make and provide activities that involve turn-taking, 
sharing and collaboration.  
 
 
The College of Teachers at London Steiner School is itself a body of people who make decisions 
together.  
 
Throughout the school, staff will encourage children to see their role as an individual within a bigger 
social structure, ensuring that the children know their views count, that they value each other’s views 
and values and are able to talk about their feelings.  
 
Class plays, Games and Eurythmy lessons and Choir as well as many other group activities give plenty 
of opportunities for children to practise their social skills.  
 
On our many class trips, pupils learn to balance their own wish for freedom with the needs of the group.  
  
In older classes staff can demonstrate democracy in action, for example, by helping a class to agree on 
a decision through a vote, or holding a mock election to teach students about the electoral system in 
the UK.  
 
The rule of law: understanding that rules matter  
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Our Positive Behaviour Policy is of central importance in the school and is explained to the children at 
the start of each year so that they understand our expectations.  
 
Through application of the policy they learn that there are consequences if rules are not followed.  
 
Staff sometimes collaborate with children to create the rules and the codes of behaviour and ensure 
that all children understand that rules apply to everyone.  
 
Staff will help children to understand their own and others’ behaviour and its consequences, and to 
distinguish right from wrong.  
 
Games played in the playground are sometimes subject to rules set by adults but often the rules are 
developed by the children through negotiation with each other, and we encourage this approach.  
 
Stories told as part of the curriculum in Classes 1-3 provide imaginative understanding of moral and 
social practice, good and evil, justice and redemption.  
 
In Class 6 the study of the Romans gives a wonderful opportunity to consider the importance of the rule 
of law, and this is also a theme for Religion lessons.  
 
Individual liberty: freedom for all  
 
At London Steiner School Staff encourage a range of experiences that allow children to explore the 
language of feelings and responsibility, reflect on their differences and understand that everyone is free 
to have different opinions.  
 
We encourage children to develop a positive sense of themselves.  
 
Staff can provide opportunities for children to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and increase 
their confidence in their own abilities, for example: 
 

● through allowing them to take appropriate risks (e.g. tree climbing) 
 

● to develop their creative self-expression through music, drama, Eurythmy, art and craft 
 

● through talking about their experiences and learning through various forms of safe and 
constructive feedback.  

 
 
Mutual respect and tolerance: treat others as you want to be treated  
 
Children should: 
 

● acquire a tolerance and appreciation of and respect for their own and other cultures 
 

● know about similarities and differences between themselves and others and among families, 
faiths, communities, cultures, and traditions and share and discuss practices, celebrations, and 
experiences 

 
London Steiner School promotes an ethos of inclusivity and tolerance where differing views, faiths, 
cultures, and races are valued and where children are encouraged to engage with the wider 
community: 
 

● through acts of community such as fundraising for outside charities, litter picking and carol 
singing at a local old people’s home.  

 
● through celebrating festivals from all religions with help from parents of pupils with different 

faiths 
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● All students learn two languages from class 1, and the curriculum covers cultural aspects as 

well as the study of the language 
 

● Staff will encourage and explain the importance of tolerant behaviours such as sharing and 
respecting other’s opinions 

 

● Staff are expected to promote diverse attitudes and challenge stereotypes, for example, sharing 
stories that reflect and value the diversity of children’s experiences and providing resources and 
activities that challenge gender, cultural and racial stereotyping 

 

 

Both the religion and the history/ ancient literature curriculums are built upon imparting moral values . 
These lessons embody tolerance and later classes include discussion of the British constitution and 
current affairs. 

 
Kindergarten 

Learning tolerance through play 
Morals in stories 

 
Class One 

Learning tolerance through play 
Morals in stories 
Where necessary, pedagogical stories addressing a behaviour 

 
Class Two 

Learning tolerance through play 
Morals in stories 
Where necessary, pedagogical stories addressing particular behaviours 

 
Class Three 

Old Testament and Judaism and the morals inherent in the stories 
Where necessary, pedagogical stories addressing particular behaviours 

 
Class Four 

 
Pagan religion 

 
Class Five 

Ancient cultures and religions and the discussion of life and death 
The birth of democracy - Ancient Greece 

 
Class Six 

 
The birth of Christianity and acceptance juxtaposed to The Roman Empire 

 
Class Seven 

The birth of Islam, comparative religion, and discussion of traditions 
The Magna Carta and its implications for democracy  

 
Class Eight 

The Interrelationships of religions 
Biographies – overcoming difficulties 
Modern and recent History  
Current Events and our place in them 

 

Finally, we would like to share this quote from Martyn Rawson. 

Citizenship is based on enabling children and young people to cultivate three important qualities; the               
powers of critical judgement, cosmopolitan citizenship and narrative empathy. The capability to form             
ethical judgements as free individuals means the ability to act consciously and responsibly out of               
insight. Cosmopolitanism is the ability of people of different cultural backgrounds to live in mutual               
respect and tolerance in peace with each other.  

Narrative empathy is the ability to experience the world from the perspective of the Other Person – to                  
be literally able to tell the other person’s story and make sense of it. Of course it also means that a                     
person has self-knowledge and feels secure in herself to be open to others without losing herself.                
Nussbaum and Nobel Prize winner Amarthya Sen have developed what they call the human              
capabilities and development approach (Nussbaum, 2011), which maps out the basic conditions for             
people to develop the capabilities they need to actively contribute to social progress.  
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Waldorf education seeks to provide a practical pedagogical context for realizing such aims. There is               
widespread consensus among scholars (du Bois-Reymond 2009), that the most important skill young             
people actually need today is the ability to navigate new economies and fragmented social life. That                
means, they can construct stable and coherent identities across difference life situations in a rapidly               
changing social context. In order to navigate, one needs to be able to locate oneself in the world in                   
relation to self, others and the world. It means that one has meaningful goals and knows how to set                   
about achieving them.  

This does not only mean self-management (many problems in today’s economies are caused by              
people whose primary goal is managing themselves at the cost of others), it also means being able to                  
engage with other people in a constructive, mutually respectful way. 

Ref: Rawson M. 2016 : click on link here 
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